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1. Introduction
The 2026 NeoEcon Australia Essay Competition marked a significant milestone in the program’s mission to expand economic literacy, foster academic curiosity, and empower high‑school students to engage with emerging issues in digital finance. As digital currencies continue to reshape monetary systems, regulatory frameworks, and financial stability worldwide, this competition provided students with a structured opportunity to investigate how these developments affect Australia’s ability to stabilise the economy. The competition attracted strong interest from schools across the country, culminating in 17 high‑quality submissions that demonstrated analytical depth, creativity, and a growing sophistication in students’ understanding of economic institutions.
This recap paper outlines the competition’s theme, objectives, reach, timeline, judging process, and outcomes, providing a comprehensive overview of the 2026 program.
2. Theme
The central theme of the 2026 competition was:
“How does the rise of digital currencies affect the ability of the RBA and the Australian Government to stabilise the economy, and what policy and regulatory responses are needed?”
This theme was chosen to reflect one of the most pressing questions in contemporary economic policy. Digital currencies—spanning cryptocurrencies, stablecoins, and emerging central bank digital currencies (CBDCs)—are transforming the mechanisms through which governments manage liquidity, regulate financial markets, and maintain macroeconomic stability. By engaging with this topic, students were encouraged to explore:
· monetary policy transmission
· fiscal policy effectiveness
· financial stability risks
· regulatory design
· the future of CBDCs in Australia
The theme challenged students to move beyond surface‑level descriptions and instead produce rigorous, evidence‑based analysis grounded in real‑world cases and institutional research.
3. Objectives
The competition was designed with several core objectives:
1. Promote economic literacy among high‑school students
Students were encouraged to engage with complex economic concepts—such as money demand, interest‑rate transmission, liquidity management, and prudential regulation—and apply them to contemporary digital‑finance issues.
2. Develop research and academic writing skills
Participants were required to produce a 500–1000‑word research essay with proper referencing, clear argumentation, and structured analysis. This helped students build skills essential for university‑level study.
3. Encourage independent thinking and policy evaluation
The competition emphasised critical thinking, requiring students not only to identify challenges but also to propose realistic and economically sound policy responses.
4. Provide a platform for publication and academic recognition
All essays were peer‑reviewed and published in the NeoEcon Australia Academic Journal, giving students a genuine academic outlet for their work.
5. Build confidence and engagement with emerging economic issues
By tackling a real policy challenge facing Australia, students gained confidence in their ability to contribute meaningfully to national and global economic debates.
4. Reach and Scale
Although the competition received 17 final submissions, its reach extended far beyond the participant pool.
Through school networks, promotional materials, and information sessions, the competition reached an estimated:
≈250 students across Australia
This reach reflects the scale of NeoEcon’s engagement with the high‑school community. Similar to how the Young Economist’s Competition (YEC) reaches hundreds of schools, NeoEcon’s distribution channels ensured that students from a wide range of backgrounds were exposed to the opportunity—even if they did not ultimately submit an essay.
The competition also reached:
· students in Years 10–12
· economics, commerce, and business studies departments
· teachers seeking enrichment opportunities for high‑achieving students
· school‑based academic extension programs
This broad reach demonstrates NeoEcon’s growing presence in the Australian academic landscape and its ability to mobilise interest in emerging economic issues.
5. Timeline
The competition followed a structured timeline designed to give students adequate time for research, drafting, and refinement.
Key Dates
· May 24 – Registration deadline
· May 24–27 – Optional support sessions
· Economic Regulation
· Digital Currencies
· Academic Writing & Essay Structure
· June 7 – Submission deadline (11:59 p.m.)
· June 8–20 – Peer review and judging period
· June 27 – Certificates and scorecards issued
· July 1 – Publication of the NeoEcon Australia Academic Journal
The timeline balanced academic rigour with accessibility, ensuring students had enough time to produce thoughtful, well‑researched essays.
6. Number of Submissions
The competition received:
17 complete and eligible submissions
These essays represented a diverse range of perspectives, analytical approaches, and writing styles. Students explored topics such as:
· monetary policy leakage
· stablecoin regulation
· CBDC design
· financial stability risks
· consumer protection
· cross‑border capital flows
· macroprudential oversight
The variety of angles taken demonstrated strong engagement with the theme and a willingness to explore complex economic issues.
7. Judging Process
The judging process was designed to ensure fairness, academic integrity, and consistency. Essays were assessed using the official NeoEcon marking criteria, which allocated 30 marks across six categories:
1. Understanding of Economic Concepts
2. Analysis of Impacts on Stabilisation Policy
3. Evaluation of Policy & Regulatory Responses
4. Use of Evidence, Examples & Research
5. Structure, Clarity & Argumentation
6. Academic Writing & Referencing
Peer Review Stage
All essays underwent an initial peer‑review process to ensure they met the competition requirements, including word count, originality, and relevance to the theme.
Academic Judging Stage
Essays were then evaluated by an academic judge from Columbia University (New York, USA), who assessed the submissions using the marking rubric. This international academic involvement ensured high standards and provided students with meaningful external recognition.
Scoring and Feedback
Each participant received:
· a detailed scorecard
· personalised feedback
· a certificate of completion
This ensured that every student gained value from the competition, regardless of placement.
8. Winners
The top three essays were selected based on overall score, analytical depth, originality, and clarity of argument. These students received:
· Victory Certificates
· Recognition from NeoEcon’s academic and industry partners
· Featured placement in the Academic Journal
The winning essays demonstrated exceptional clarity, strong economic reasoning, and sophisticated evaluation of policy responses. They stood out for their ability to integrate real‑world evidence, articulate complex ideas, and propose coherent regulatory frameworks.
9. Certificates and Recognition
Every participant received:
· an official NeoEcon Australia Certificate of Completion
· a personalised Scorecard detailing performance across all criteria
· publication of their essay in the NeoEcon Australia Academic Journal
These certificates serve as valuable academic credentials for university applications, scholarship submissions, and school‑based recognition programs.
The publication component is particularly significant: students now have a formally published piece of academic writing, demonstrating initiative, research capability, and engagement with contemporary economic issues.
10. Conclusion
The 2026 NeoEcon Australia Essay Competition successfully achieved its objectives of promoting economic literacy, fostering academic engagement, and providing students with a platform to explore one of the most important questions in modern economic policy. With 17 strong submissions and a reach of approximately 250 schools, the competition demonstrated both depth and scale. Students produced thoughtful, well‑researched essays that engaged meaningfully with the challenges and opportunities posed by digital currencies.
Through rigorous judging, publication, and certification, the competition provided participants with genuine academic recognition and contributed to the development of Australia’s next generation of economic thinkers. As digital finance continues to evolve, NeoEcon Australia remains committed to empowering students to engage with the economic issues that will shape their future.
11. Academic Journal
The NeoEcon Australia Academic Journal, containing all of the essay submissions, has been published. It can be accessed using the following link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mPn92b-BnBlKj-ZYBsm6v-k5lk61g3Mh/view?usp=drive_link 
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